BRIEFLY STATED 


*State budget reserves will hit an all-time low this year, with 
seven states expecting a deficit, the National Governors’ As- 
sociation and the National Association of State Budget Officers 
reported. 

*Rep. Ross Duckett has requested a legislative study to 
determine the relationship between the textbook selection pro- 
cess in Oklahoma and the quality of textbooks used in the public 
schools with an eye toward assessing the effectiveness of the 
method in producing an end result. Special consideration will be 
given to the adequacy of updated materials in textbooks. 

*A “user-friendly” library system has been installed at the 
Metropolitan Library System, with the help of Information Ac- 
cess Corporation (IAC). Called “Newsearch’”, the system’s file is 
updated daily with citations from over 400 magazines, 700 law 
journals, 300 trade journals and 500 business journals and 
newspapers. The index is especially helpful in locating items 
published within the last 30 days. It also provides quick access 
to the complete listings of five other databases: Magazine Index, 
National Newspapers Index, Legal Resources Index, Trade and 
Industry Index, and Management Contents Index. 

*The Oklahoma Library Association Executive Board has 
adopted a policy of 22c per mile as the association's standar- 
dized rate for mileage. 

*The OLA Library Development Committee will be working 
with the League of Women Voters of Oklahoma and other in- 
terested groups on the issue of property tax assessment and ad 
valorem collection. The coalition will seek ways to bring about 
needed reforms in the administration of the ad valorem tax in 
Oklahoma. 

The OLA 1984 Annual Conference will be held in Tulsa at 
the Excelsior Hotel on Thursday, March 22 to Friday, March 23. 

*The citizens of Altus now have a new 24,000 square foot 
library which also will serve as headquarters for the two-county 
Southern Prairie Library System. The facility is the result of a city 
bond issue and sales tax election voted August 1981. Katherine 
Hall is director of SPLS. In attendance was Edith Hall, who for 
42 years served as librarian of the Altus Public Library. 

* Citizens of Rush Springs have raised $30,000 toward con- 
struction of a new library which will cost about $200,000. A city 
lot has been donated for the new library and several fund-raising 
projects are currently underway. 

*in Eufaula, Dr. W. E. and Mary Wendel donated property 
to the city with the understanding that the city will build a new 
library on the two city lots. 

*Both the ODL Board and the Governor's Task Force on 
Libraries and Information Service have identified an increase of 
professional personnel in libraries as a top priority. Toward this 
goal, ODL has awarded sizeable grants to three current library 
employees to enable them to attend library school. They are: 
Joyce W. Bergin from Ada; Deborah Guilinger from Oklahoma 
City; and, Tom Stough from Edmond. 

*Fred Batt, Head of the Reference Department at OU Li- 
braries, recently presented a paper discussing when to use an 
online computer literature search at the International Confer- 
ence on Databases (Humanities & Social Sciences) held at Rut- 
gers University. 

*Dee Ann Ray, Director of the Western Plains Library Sys- 
tem, was named Epsilon Sigma Alpha’s Diana for Oklahoma at 
the organization's state convention recently. The Diana, the Dis- 
tinguished International Academy of Noble Achievement for ex- 
ceptional service to humanity, is the highest award the organiza- 
tion gives to non-members. 
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